[image: image2.emf]

[image: image3.emf]


[image: image1]
Key Components 

A Pharmacy Information System (PIS) supports and manages the internal workflow of a hospital or community pharmacy service.  It is one of the key systems supporting the dispensing function as part of the end to end management of medications; the other key systems being Medicines Reconciliation and e-Prescribing.
The PIS is typically integrated with the other medication management systems and organisational systems such as a hospital PAS or supplies system.  Key functions include dispensing, manufacturing, clinical decision support including interaction checking and inventory control.  Pharmacy prescription and dispensing information can be electronically transferred to a CDR using standard messaging.
The dispensing process components are:

1. A clinician prescribes a medication either on a paper form which is sent to the pharmacy, or online.
2. The prescription order details are entered into the PIS under the relevant patient; where the order was electronic the order details will have been pre-populated. 
3. Medications are dispensed and recorded into the PIS. The patients current medications list is updated and CDR populated.
4. The prescription is delivered to the ward and/or directly issued to the patient.
The inventory management process components are:

1. The pharmacy orders medication stock from suppliers to maintain a consistent inventory of medications, 

2. The organisation’s inventory records are updated following the medication being issued to a patient and additional stock ordered if necessary.
National Target State

Medications are dispensed to patient’s safely and efficiently.  An up to date current medication dispensings list for a patient is accessible nationally, from the regional CDRs or through timely messaging to local clinical systems, as an integral part of a patient’s health record. Clinicians access medication lists either from their system, or through Clinical Workstation.

Each region will populate a regional CDR with pharmacy information from local PIS.  Pharmacy data will conform to relevant national standards.
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Standards for the recording and exchange of pharmacy data are based on international standards such as HL7 CDA. 
A national Universal List of Medicines has been defined to consistently codify medication names.

National e-medications pilots are currently underway to establish and validate the use of these standards to support full end to end medications management. 
How is the technology being implemented?

The iSOFT ePharmacy hospital system is the default target platform for all regions and all regions have a programme of work focused on medications management. 
The transition to a regional PIS will be based on the investment and replacement cycles within each region. Those DHBs with a planned PIS replacement or upgrade are likely to follow the lead from the current e-medications pilots underway nationally.
How is the technology being administered and governed?

To be determined in each region.

National Perspectives: Pharmacy








National Perspectives: Pharmacy

Published: 17th March 2011

[image: image3.emf]