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Key Components 

Discharge summaries are a critical component of a patient’s care pathway. E-discharges enable the transfer of patient care process to adhere to standard pathways and be supported with electronic systems.

The key process components are:

1. Discharging clinicians initiate a discharge from within their own system eg. DHB PAS

2. A standard discharge form is selected for completion, authorisation and submission

3. Recipient service provider receives the e-discharge, accepts or rejects it, and sends a acknowledgement

4. Patient is informed and follow up actions undertaken

National Target State

Clinicians refer electronically from their own systems based on agreed defined standards, supported by specialty specific online discharge forms. Multiple sending systems and receiving systems for all providers are supported through the use of defined technical interoperability standards.  E-discharge receipt is acknowledged electronically.
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How are the standards being defined?

The National Information Clinical Leadership Group (NICLG) has drafted a national standard in order to standardize the process and content of e-discharges from secondary to primary care. The standards were developed based on a review of international literature, a stock take of sector activity, and a review of e-Discharge templates in use.

A discharge summary will be sent to all health practitioners accountable for the patient’s care using secure electronic messaging, based on defined national technical standards. The technical message standard includes two types of data:
1. An embedded ”facsimile” copy of the discharge summary using PDF format – this ensures that what the sending health practitioner, patient and recipient health practitioner see is identical, and

2. Structured data items - this ensures that the receiving system can upload structured information such as the medication chart in a reliable and useful manner. 
E-discharge content should be populated directly into the receiving system where possible. 
How is the technology being implemented?

Most District Health Boards already have e-discharge systems in place. 
Patients First has commenced a pilot with a leading PMS vendor, MedTech, to implement the national technical standard commencing with the embedded PDF document but progressing to include structured data items.  Development work with other PMS vendors will follow.

All regions are expected to implement the defined national standards. 
How is the technology being administered and governed?
To be determined in each region. 
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