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The Health Information Standards Organisation (HISO) published the Programme for the Integration of Mental Health Data (PRIMHD) Standard in November 2007.  At that time, a commitment was made to undertake a review in three years. The Standard has been updated but it has not undergone a formal review. A review is an essential part of the life cycle of a standard, ensuring that published standards are living, fit-for-purpose documents that reflect current practices, regulations, user needs and/or updates required as a result of other external factors.

In undertaking a review of the PRIMHD Standard it is important to acknowledge two key factors:

1. The drivers and anticipated benefits which brought the PRIMHD standard into being 

2. What this standard is intended to achieve. 
The overarching purpose of the PRIMHD standard is to define the collection of minimally-required core data elements for an integrated mental health and addiction services national collection. 

Successful information exchange requires not only the existence of a physical technical connection between systems, but also that the meaning and the context of the information being exchanged is not lost or degraded. This level of sophistication in exchanging electronic information is an absolute requirement of a modern health system and one which can only be accomplished with the universal adoption of appropriate standards. Therefore a standard should be: 

· needs based, 

· fit-for-purpose, 

· useful and 

· able to be implemented 

HISO Office has commenced a two part review process. Part one will be an investigation into how the standard is “working” and will result in a recommendation report. This part of the review will be undertaken independently of mental health and addiction service providers and the Ministry of Health’s mental health and addiction programmes team. It will involve surveying mental health and addiction service providers who should be complying with the PRIMHD standard. This will be an electronic survey which will be sent out in early October.  Also included in Part one will be face to face interviews with a selection of people from a comprehensive cross-section of the sector and a high level data analysis. 

In Part two HISO will convene a working group; members will include subject matter experts from across the relevant sector. This group will consider the outputs from Part one and agree the changes (if any) that are to be made to the standard. The revision of the standard documents will comply with the HISO standards development process. If the changes are substantive the standard will go out for public consultation. 

Please note that the following will not be part of the review of the PRIMHD standard: 

(a) Infrastructure and hardware items for the system; 

(b) Technology application architecture, systems and networking in relation to PRIMHD data collection and MHIRS; 
(c) Data security or privacy requirements and issues including personally identifiable data; 
(d) The physical requirements for integration of the ‘CLIC’ problem gambling register data elements into the PRIMHD structure; 
(e) The physical requirements for integration of primary care data elements into the PRIMHD structure. 
It is planned to have Part one of the review completed by December 2011 and it is anticipated that Part two will be completed by 30 June 2012. 

As the review is a HISO process the issues and outputs associated with it will be managed by the HISO Office. Memo Musa, acting Manager, Mental Health and Addiction Programmes and his team at the Ministry of Health will provide their support, and input as required, to this review. 

Rosemary Jarmey will lead Part one. Rosemary’s contact details are as follows: 

Rosemary Jarmey 

Health Information Solutions and Standards 

Ministry of Health 

Telephone DDI: (04) 816 2606 

Email: Rosemary_jarmey@moh.govt.nz 

If you would like any further information about the PRIMHD standard review please contact Rosemary directly or the HISO Office via standards@moh.govt.nz 

For information on PRIMHD see www.moh.govt.nz/primhd 

and 

              http://www.ithhealthboard.health.nz/hiso-2010 

